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Omega Phi Chi Sorority, Inc., with the
help of the Women’s Center, sponsored the
4th Annual Breast Cancer Banquet at
Ramapo College on Oct. 27.
The purpose of the event was to spread

awareness about breast cancer and to raise
funds for the Susan G. Komen Cure
Foundation, a non-profit organization to
which all of the evening’s proceeds were
donated.
“The Susan G. Komen Cure Foundation

was chosen in connection with this event,”
said Somairy Reynoso, public relations offi-
cer for Omega Phi Chi, “because it is the
world’s largest network of breast cancer sur-
vivors and activists that work together to
save lives, empower people, ensure quality
for all and energize science to find cures.”

According to the American Cancer
Society, 2.4 million women living in the
U.S. have been diagnosed with and treated
for breast cancer. An estimated 40,610
breast cancer deaths are anticipated this
year, of both men and women.
Many people think they know enough

about breast cancer, but there are still some

who are not aware of the early detection
process, or the significance of clinical
screenings.
“The best way for prevention and early

detection,” Reynoso said, “is for women to
begin having a clinical breast exam at the
age of 20, at least every two to three years.
Women age 40 and older should have one
every year.”
The banquet began with opening remarks

from Jasmine Cuebas of Omega Phi Chi.
Evangelos Bardossas was then invited to the
lectern to speak in memory of his grand-
mother Dorothy Bergin.
Bardossas gave advice to people about

how to provide the best support to one suf-
fering from breast cancer: “Don’t worry
about your suffering, try to alleviate theirs.
You’ll have plenty of time to grieve.”
Sarah Costello, graduate assistant for the

Women’s Center, then spoke in memory of
her mother. “I tell you this story not to make
you sad, but to put a face to this disease.”
The banquet then took a brief intermission,

while members of Omega Phi Chi served
hot food, assorted cookies and drinks to par-
ticipants. During this time, an informational
slideshow, set to music, was played. One
fact it revealed was that more women are
diagnosed with breast cancer every year
than with any other cancer, expect for skin
cancer.
Danielle DeLucia, a junior at Ramapo and

a survivor of breast cancer for a little more
than a year, stressed that “breast cancer
doesn’t discriminate.” Sharing her story
with a public audience for the first time, she
said, “There’s a reason I didn’t wear mas-
cara.”
Last to speak was Andrew Leibman in

honor of his mother Arlene Leibman, a
breast cancer survivor of 10 years. He dis-
cussed how mothers are under a lot of stress,
and do not always take enough time to
ensure that they are healthy. As a result,
Leibman said, more and more children
today are growing up without their mothers.
He urges both men and women to “be

smart and get checked,” rather than wishing
they had gone to that checkup before it was
too late.
After Leibman concluded, Vanessa Alonso
of Omega Phi Chi spoke briefly in memory
of Gladys Lester, a breast cancer patient
who spoke at last year’s banquet, and who
died in May. A moment of silence was held
as a photograph of Lester with Omega Phi
Chi members was posted on the screen at the
front of the room.
The banquet ended with a series of trivia

questions and the distribution of prizes to
those who answered the multiple choice
questions correctly.

Information tables provided awareness
pins and helpful materials that one could use
to learn the correct way to perform a breast
exam.

Members of Omega Phi Chi and the
Women’s Center hope the event has encour-
aged people to develop a community sup-
port system in order to fight and cure breast
cancer.
“Death leaves a heart ache that no one can

heal, but love leaves a memory that no one
can steal,” Costello said.
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Andrew Leibmanʼs mother battled
breast cancer for ten years.

photo by Keri Ann Flaccomio
Omega Phi Chi and the Womenʼs Center teamed up to spread the word
to Ramapo regarding one of the nationʼs leading causes of death.
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Danielle DeLucia, junior, survived
breast cancer for over a year.


